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ESCUELA VISTA GRANDE

The Year in Review
Fast Facts:
Escuela Vista Grande
4145 46 St.
Red Deer, AB T4N3C5
vistagrande.rdpsd.ab.ca
Principal: JW Huizing
Vice-Principal: RA Marques
Student Profile:
● PreSchool Program: 19
● Kindergarten: 38
● Grade 1: 30
● Grade 2: 33
● Grade 3: 35
● Grade 4: 28
● Grade 5: 23
● Grade 6: 19
● Grade 7: 15
● Grade 8: 7
● Total Student Population:247
● ESL Students: 23
● First Nations; Métis; Inuit Students: 9

2020 Anticipated Student Enrolment: 235 students

Anticipated Staff Profile:
● 12 Teachers (11.5 FTE)
● 6.5 Classified Staff (3 FTE Educational Assistance)
● 2 Facility Services Staff (2 FTE)
● 21 Total Staff

Vision:
“Providing an engaging, bilingual learning environment where
students will build their foundation to be successful world citizens.”
Mission:
“Building upon the natural curiosity and sense of wonder of our learners.”
Motto:
Aprendizaje sin Fronteras - Learning without Borders

New Directions:
After several years of growth, our program now covers Kindergarten to
Grade 8. While our lead classes still tend to be small, we are growing each
and every year. We have retained our gr. 5 to gr. 6 students at a very high
rate and we will strive to continue this trend. This year we will expand our
Options program and allow for choice to occur - no more mandatory
options. We continue to have two entry points, Kindergarten and Grade 1,
as mandated by the province. We have made a concentrated effort to
increase our initial numbers for the program via social media and
advertising campaigns within our community. In September, 2021 a
preschool program was added, for students aged 3 -5.
We no longer rely on the Visiting Teacher Program as part of the International
Spanish Academy. We continue the trend of finding and hiring excellent Spanish
teachers from within the province, which is allowing us to build more stability in
staffing. Moving forward, we will continue with our work on Literacy through
common methodologies (such as Balanced Literacy, Daily 5, 6+1 Traits of
writing), expanding the Values Program initiated by our District, while also
putting a strong focus on literacy and numeracy through leveled targeting of
students in need and promoting differentiation at all grade levels.
Opportunities and Challenges:
Student retention after grade 5 continues to be of concern. We are unable to offer the
same range of option classes as dedicated middle schools. We rely on our School
Council and Vista Grande Association for funds to expand our options program.
Our current gr. 1 class is small and does not have the same capacities as classes in
the past for language acquisition due to COVID disruptions and families choosing
to forgo Kindergarten for their children. We are also concerned about degradation of
skills and knowledge in literacy and numeracy for all of our students due to the
ongoing COVID pandemic.
A Year of Success:
Red Deer Public Schools continues to provide high quality learning opportunities for
our students. We are proud of the achievements of our students and of the learning
opportunities provided for them, reflecting both our vision: “A culture of respect,
inclusion, caring and excellence, where every student succeeds” and the mission of the

Red Deer Public Schools: “Striving for excellence by inspiring learning and nurturing
hope in every student.”

Alberta Education Assurance Measures: Overall Summary
54

Division Goal

Literacy and Numeracy
Literacy refers to the ability of students to effectively and confidently work with words and numbers.

Outcomes
●
●

Each learner is proficient in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening.
Each learner has the ability to proficiently reason and apply numerical concepts.

Division Performance Measures
●

●

●

●

●

Percentage of Grade 1 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
37
33

Percentage
89.09

Percentage of Grade 2 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
37
33

Percentage
89.09

Percentage of Grade 3 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
29
23

Percentage
79.31

Percentage of Grade 4 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
25
24

Percentage
96

Percentage of Grade 5 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
25
23

Percentage
92

●

●

●

Percentage of Grade 6 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
17
16

Percentage
94.22

Percentage of Grade 7 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
4
3

Percentage
75

Percentage of Grade 8 students who were reading/literate within one year of grade level.
Number of Students
Students reading within one year of Grade Level
2
2

Percentage
100

●

Survey result scores for literacy measurements by students, parents, and staff
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020
Overall percentage of parents who feel their children are
87.0
77.1
78.0
N/A
able to read and write what is expected in school.
Overall percentage of students who feel they are able to
97.0
90.3
92.3
N/A
read and write what is expected of them in school.
Overall percentage of teachers who feel students are
provided with appropriate programming and levels of
100
100
100
N/A
instruction.

2020-2021
83.33
84.38
100

●

Survey result scores for numeracy measurements by students, parents, and staff
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020
Overall percentage of parents who feel their children
are able to understand and work with numbers in
82.0
82.2
81.3
N/A
school.
Overall percentage of students who feel they are able to
81.7
81.6
84.6
N/A
understand and work with numbers in school.
Overall percentage of teachers who feel students are
provided with appropriate programming and levels of
96.7
100
100
N/A
instruction.

2020-2021
83.33
78.13
100

Anecdotal Results, Analysis and Action
We are continuing to celebrate:
● that our results have not been significantly impacted by the ongoing COVID
pandemic and the significant interruptions in the school calendar. While students
are continuing to be in class, there is a constant need to be vigilant to the changes
that could occur to classes due to infection rates. That being said, students continue
to achieve academic excellence at a high rate, as shown by the strength of our
reading programs.
● the strength of bilingual learning, creating multiple neural pathways for students
and a wider array of strategies in learning within our classes.
● that our benchmark expectations have remained the same and we are able to meet
those benchmarks even in the many days that students were not in a face to face
learning situation.

● that double language arts on a daily basis has created numeracy and literacy
success for students.

Division Goal

Equity
Equity is fairness for all students through:
excellence in instruction, support for students, and a reduction of barriers..

Outcomes
●
●
●

All staff have the ability to meet the diverse needs of all students through excellent instruction.
Students are supported in their academic, behavioural, social and emotional well-being.
Students are able to access the supports and services they need to achieve success through the reduction of barriers.

Alberta Education Performance Measures
●

Overall agreement that students are safe at school, learning the importance of caring for others, learning respect for
others and are treated fairly at school.
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017
2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021
Percentage of teacher, parent and student agreement that
students are safe at school, are learning the importance of
87.9
87.7
87.1
85.9
88.7
caring for others, are learning respect for others and are
treated fairly in school.

●

Overall percentage of stakeholders indicating that their school and schools in their jurisdiction have improved or stayed
the same the last three years.
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017
2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021
Percentage of teachers, parents and students indicating
78.1
74.9
69.3
82.6
78.9
that their school and schools in their jurisdiction have
improved or stayed the same the last three years.

Division Performance Measures
●

Survey result scores for equity measurements by students, parents, and staff
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020
Overall percentage of parents who feel their
children are learning in ways that are meaningful
and appropriate.
Overall percentage of students who feel they are
learning in ways that are meaningful and
appropriate.
Overall percentage of teachers who feel they have
the skills to support the learning needs of
students.

2020-2021

97.0

100

91.2

N/A

100

100

96.8

96.9

N/A

93.75

83.3

88.9

85.7

N/A

88.89

Performance Measure
Overall percentage of parents who feel their
children are cared for, accepted, and usually
happy and healthy at school.
Overall percentage of students who feel they are
cared for, accepted, and usually happy and
healthy at school.
Overall percentage of teachers who feel students
are cared for, accepted, and usually happy and
healthy at school.

Performance Measure
Overall percentage of parents who feel their
children are connected and feel a sense of
belonging at school.
Overall percentage of students who feel they are
connected and feel a sense of belonging at school.
Overall percentage of teachers who believe
students have a sense of belonging through their
involvement in school activities and the people
they connect with.

2016-2017

Results (in percentages)
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020

2020-2021

94.6

91.4

87.9

N/A

100

93.0

93.6

87.7

N/A

84.38

100

100

100

N/A

100

2016-2017

Results (in percentages)
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020

2020-2021

93.9

88.6

85.7

N/A

100

100

96.8

83.1

N/A

90.63

100

100

100

N/A

88.89

Anecdotal Results, Analysis and Action
We continue to celebrate:
● high levels of satisfaction with the school, health and safety and sense of
community. We know that the COVID pandemic may have led to less
interaction between individuals, we have tried our best to keep connections
with our students and their families. While we may not be able to gather and
celebrate in person, we have strived to make our online connections as
authentic and impactful as possible. While our virtual connections can never
replace face to face personal conversations, we have been able to continue a
sense of community and working together towards a common school culture.

Division Goal

Student Success And Completion
Student success and completion is the successful journey students experience from
early learning, through all grades, to high school completion, and beyond..

Outcomes
●
●
●
●

Children have an excellent start to their learning journey in Pre-K and Kindergarten.
Students experience effective transitions between grades and between schools.
Students experience character education programming in Grades 1-9.
Students in high school will be engaged in personalized and flexible learning environments while being supported by
meaningful relationships in the school.

Alberta Education Performance Measures
●

Overall agreement that students model the characteristics of active citizenship.
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017 2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020
Percentage of teachers, parents and students who are
78.3
80.8
84.5
78.8
satisfied that students model the characteristics of active
citizenship.

2020-2021
76.0

●

Overall agreement that students are taught attitudes & behaviour that make them successful when they finish school.
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017 2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020 2020-2021
Percentage of teachers and parents who agree that
88.9
81.8
88.9
85.5
91.7
students are taught attitudes and behaviours that will
make them successful at work when they finish school.

●

Overall satisfaction with the opportunity for students to receive a broad program of studies, including fine arts, career,
technology and health and physical education.
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021
Percentage of teachers, parents and students satisfied
with the opportunity for students to receive a broad
84.5
71.6
87.5
74.1
68.5
program of studies including fine arts, career, technology,
and health and physical education.

Division Performance Measures
●

Students identified with attendance issues.
Number of students whose attendance has been identified as an issue and attendance is impacting
their academic achievement (Less than 90% attendance, and less than 50% achievement level).

0

●

Survey result scores for completion and transition measurements by students, parents, and staff
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020
Overall percentage of parents who feel their children
97.0
94.3
89.0
N/A
will be prepared for the next grade level.
Overall percentage of students who feel they will be
92.6
96.8
98.5
N/A
prepared for the next grade level.
Overall percentage of teachers who feel the students
100
100
100.0
N/A
will be prepared for the next grade level.
Performance Measure

2016-2017

Overall percentage of parents who feel their children
will complete high school.
Overall percentage of students who feel they will
complete high school.
Overall percentage of teachers who feel that students
are supported in the goal of finishing high school.

Results (in percentages)
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020

2020-2021
91.67
90.63
100

2020-2021

93.9

100

96.9

N/A

100

92.6

96.8

98.9

N/A

96.88

100

100

100

N/A

100

●

Survey result scores for the division’s Core Values for Learning and Life by students, parents, and staff
Results (in percentages)
Performance Measure
2020-2021
Overall percentage of parents who feel their children hear about the Red Deer Public Schools’ Values
75.00
for Learning and Life in school.
Overall percentage of students who feel they hear about the Red Deer Public Schools’ Values for
65.63
Learning and Life in school.
Overall percentage of teachers who feel that students hear about the Red Deer Public Schools’ Values
88.89
for Learning and Life in school.

Anecdotal Results, Analysis and Action
We continue to celebrate:
●
●
●

●

excellent attendance from our students, even during the COVID pandemic, which did affect several of our classes. Students
continued to be engaged, either in person or online, and we did not have a significant decrease in attendance by any student.
the integration of the District’s Values for Learning curriculum and learning into our school community, by having student
recognition via La Tombola de Buenos Modelos, education materials placed around the school, and a dedicated effort by all
teachers to incorporate the Values into their respective classrooms;
the growth of our options choices, even though they were impacted the most severely by the continuing COVID pandemic,
especially when students in gr. 7 and 8 were home for a more significant time than other students within the school due to
government policies;

Division Goal

Success for First Nations, Métis and Inuit students
Outcome
●

FNMI Students are engaged in learning.

Anecdotal Results, Analysis and Action
●

While we only have 9 self-identified FNMI students, we are working diligently to enhance our programming in literacy
and numeracy to incorporate the Seven Grandfathers teaching model into our school. We are also increasing our FNMI
books and other various resources within our library.

Sharing Our Results
The School Results Report presents a summary of the progress and accomplishments of Escuela Vista Grande.
As required under Section 13 of the School Councils Regulation, schools provide opportunities for their School
Councils and stakeholders to be involved in the development of the report. A review and interpretation of Accountability
Pillar measures are also communicated and shared with School Councils and are available at individual schools.
●
●

The School Results Report was reviewed and discussed at the November 23rd meeting of the School
Council
The School Results Report is posted on the school website at vistagrande.rdpsd.ab.ca

Red Deer Public Schools
4747-53 street
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 2E6
Phone: 403-343-1405
Fax: 403-347-8190
E-mail: info@rdpsd.ab.ca
Website: www.rdpsd.ab.ca

